
Science of Early Child Development (SECD) resources are available at no cost, through Manitoba 

Open Access. By visiting the SECD website you can explore five online resources (two living    

textbooks and three individual modules) to learn about various topics related to child development. 

To get started simply go to mb.scienceofecd.com, or use the  

“Getting Started with SECD Manitoba Access—Tip Sheet”. 

SECD TOPIC GUIDE 

Observation and Documentation 

Visit Communicating and Learning 3.3 (North American Edition) to see how observation will  

enhance the curriculum you offer to children.   

Watch Marc Battle describe how children’s interests, developmental themes and your own  

passions relate to Emergent Curriculum.  What is the most important piece according to Battle? 

To find out, go to: mb.scienceofecd.com 

Child Development Primer outlines     

why educators observe,  

how to get started observing,  

and provides opportunity for you to practice 

your observation skills with real child videos. 

Why Observe? 

Track Development Discover Interests 

Plan Programming Share Information 

Explore the topic of reflective practice in  

Communicating and Learning 3.1 (North American Edition) 

Watch the videos of Deb Curtis, author and co-creator of the 

Thinking Lens, describe how to use this reflection tool. 

Hear her explain how you can share your documentation with  

children to “grow their repertoire of skills and knowledge”. 

Responsive caregiving is vital to early brain development. Expand your knowledge on this 

topic by learning about cues and signals, and how to interpret and respond to them in 

Brain Development 3.2 (North American Edition) 

To explore the topic of Observation and Documentation with ease, here are some links to help 

you navigate the SECD resources. Just click on the links to get started! 

Note: your device will need to share it’s location. See the How To & FAQ page. 

https://content.scienceofecd.com/mbaccess/
https://content.scienceofecd.com/mbaccess/files/2018/05/SECD-MB-Access-Getting-Started-Tip-Sheet.pdf
https://content.scienceofecd.com/third-edition/cl-3-3-creating-curriculum/
https://content.scienceofecd.com/mbaccess/
https://content.scienceofecd.com/allied-health/cdp-observation/
https://content.scienceofecd.com/third-edition/cl-3-1-guiding-and-teaching/
https://content.scienceofecd.com/third-edition/bd-3-2-observing-childrens-development/
https://content.scienceofecd.com/mbaccess/how-to-faq/


I’m an Early Childhood Educator or Child Care Assistant. How can I use this information 

about observation and documentation in my centre, or home-based program?  

 Use the Thinking Lens as a tool to reflect on your interactions and experiences with children. 

How can these reflective questions be used to guide your work? 

 Reflect on documentation to learn about the individual children in your care - their needs,   

interests, and level of development. Use your knowledge to plan meaningful play              

experiences that are inclusive and engaging.  

 Share your documentation with children and families to showcase the children’s discovery 

and learning. Use your documentation to facilitate conversations with families and             

individuals about the importance of play in children’s development and learning.   

 

I’m a Leader in an early learning and child care program. How can I use this information 

about observation and documentation with my staff? 

 Incorporate the information into your orientation for new staff to help them develop an        

understanding of observation and documentation.  

 Encourage staff to explore the resources in the Child Development Primer as well as the 

modules within the North American Edition. Ask them to write a reflection about what they 

learned about observation and documentation 

 Include samples of documentation in monthly newsletters, blogs, social media posts, and  

display panels. 

 Watch the short observation videos together at a staff meeting, have staff practice their             

documentation and interpretations then review together for a joint learning experience.  

Sign up for this free e-newsletter and SECD will 

send you sample videos and other materials to inspire, 

engage and stir your curiosity. 

 Becoming a skilled observer is key to     
understanding a child’s perspective.      

Children experience the world differently. 
They see with  fresh eyes and experience 

the world on their own terms.  

- SECD, N.A ed., Brain Development, Observing Children’s 

Development, 3.2 

https://www.scienceofecd.com/pages/secd-emessage

