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1.  General information

SECD resources work well as a main or supplementary textbook for a course or set of courses. 

Learners can access all of the content themselves on a computer, tablet or smartphone – true 

mobile learning. Instructors can assign SECD webpages or videos, readings, or other elements 

within a module for learners to review before a class or to use for an assignment, just as they 

assign pages to read in a traditional textbook. For suggestions, see Appendix A - Integrating 

SECD topics into early years courses and Appendix B - Integrating Prenatal Development 

Module into nursing/health courses in the SECD Facilitator Guide. Simply share the Manitoba 

Access homepage link with learners - mb.scienceofecd.com

Using SECD as a learner resource
This is an excerpt from the SECD Facilitator Guide (p. 15-20)
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2.  Suggestions

Using SECD for one course or several courses: 

The SECD resources contain a wealth of information. Some instructors use the SECD as the 

learner resource for one course, building a course around a living textbook and/or module. 

Whether the class happens face-to-face, online or a combination of the two (hybrid delivery), 

the SECD resources contain ample material and variety of topics on which to base a full course. 

Other instructors/programs use SECD as a core or supplementary resource in a range of 

courses or throughout a program. Learners would access SECD material that is applicable to 

each course or learning objective. 

See Appendix D - Course outline examples in the SECD Facilitator Guide to see examples of 

courses that require learners to access the SECD. 

Assigning content to learners - one approach: 

Whether learners are using SECD for one course or throughout many different courses, to 

maximize their exposure to the content consider dividing the material so that each learner 

delves into selected topics. Each learner then collaborates with others who explored other 

topics to share highlights about “their” material. Learners benefit from hearing information 

from others and from the experience of explaining what they learned. 

For example, in a module, have learners do a thorough review of one of the research pages 

and then present information to people who reviewed the other pages. This works well in 

both face-to-face settings and in online forums with learners. 
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The following screenshot shows the first page of the research section, and the section table of 

contents, from the Ecology of Childhood (EC) module in the North American Edition.

After choosing or being assigned one of the pages, learners could respond to questions 

such as:

• How could you synthesize the information you reviewed?

• For the research you reviewed, what are the implications for people who work with children 

and families?

• Who are the stakeholders that would benefit from learning about this area of research and 

why do they need the information?

• What suggestions do you have for future research activities related to this topic?
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More in-depth study:

In the SECD resources, there are opportunities to go more deeply into a topic. Elements marked 

as “Want to know more?” provide links to readings, videos and websites for this purpose. 

Learners and instructors can use these for advanced study. These elements are also useful for 

learners preparing assignments on those topics.

The following example is from the Prenatal Development module.
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3.  Assignment ideas

Throughout all SECD resources, many of the readings, videos, and ‘Consider’ examples are 

followed by questions for reflection. Instructors can assign the elements and corresponding 

questions as the basis for assignments. For example:

Assign a topic for learners to review and have them write a thought paper or essay 

to answer the question that accompanies the material. This example is from the 

Communicating and Learning module in the Introductory Edition.

Use a question for a group debate, requiring learners to explore a controversial topic and 

prepare arguments supporting opposing sides. This example is from the Developmental 

Health module in the North American Edition.
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Have learners design a brochure or poster to share information with a group of parents 

(e.g. expectant parents or parents of toddlers). Topics such as, attachment, aggression, 

self-regulation, executive function, guidance, friendship, language development, mental 

health, milestones, nurturing, parenting and stress, are just some of the topics that would 

be appropriate for a parent audience and would test learners abilities to communicate 

with parents on these subjects. Learners could complete this assignment individually or in 

groups.

Have learners use SECD material to prepare a policy brief or a presentation to a 

stakeholder group on a matter related to early childhood.  For example, have learners 

choose a stakeholder group to whom they will present SECD material to explain the 

importance of sensitive and responsive caregiving in early childhood. Learners should 

use research from SECD and create a policy brief, a slide presentation, article or video.  

Possible stakeholder groups include:

• Policy makers involved in education, health, etc., indicating level of government

• Expectant parents or parents of a particular age group

• Early childhood educators/teachers

• High school students

• A funding agency

• A research council (e.g. SSHRC)


